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A computer input system (and corresponding method) for 
providing input information to a computer, the system 
comprising a computer input device and first and second 
patterns disposed on a surface, the patterns being 
respectively adapted, in combination with a controller 
coupled to a pattern detector, to provide respectively 
either relative position information indicative of relative 
movement of the input device or absolute position 
information indicative of an absolute position of the input 
device. 



2. Claim : 9 

A computer input device for providing input information to a 
computer comprising a first pattern disposed on a first side 
of a substrate and a second pattern disposed on a second, 
different side of the substrate. 



3. Claims: 13-15,38,40 

A computer input system (and corresponding method) for 
providing input information to a computer, the system 
comprising a computer input device and first and second 
patterns disposed on a surface in which the computer input 
device issues a command to an application running on the 
computer based on the patterns, the command being indicative 
of a log on command and user authentication information. 



4. Claims: 30-34, 41-45 

A data structure passed from a computer pointing device to a 
computer (and corresponding input device), the data 
structure comprising three data portions indicative 
respectively of movement of the pointing device relative to 
a surface, of actuation of an actuation button and of a 
predetermined image detected on the surface. 
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